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ABSTRACT
Lymphomas arising in extranodal sites are intriguing. Oral 
lymphomas are uncommon and most often mimic other 
pathological entities, such as dentoalveolar abscess, periodontal 
abscess, infected dental cyst, or benign jaw tumors. The 
diagnosis of oral extranodal lymphoma is challenging due to 
a low index of clinical suspicion. A case of primary extranodal 
lymphoma presenting as a swelling of the hard palate is 
presented here. The diagnostic and treatment options of oral 
lymphomas are also discussed.
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INTRODUCTION 
Lymphomas are a heterogeneous group of malignant tumors 
of the lymphoreticular system which are known for their 
spectrum of behavior ranging from relatively indolent to 
highly aggressive and potentially fatal. Lymphomas can be 
                                                      
                                                        
                             
                                                   
even from sites which normally contain no lymphoid tissue is 
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primary treatment must often be directed.2 It has recently 
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CASE REPORT
                                                      
                                                      
                                                         
a swelling on the right side of roof of the mouth since 
                                                           
painless swelling because of the inability to wear her upper 
                                                       
                                                          
                                                          
                                                       
prosthetic rehabilitation with complete dentures. Family 
history was noncontributory.
EXAMINATION 
                                                             
was no regional lymph                                      
                                                          
right posterolatera                                      
from the canine reg                                       
                                                     
                                                            
                                                      
was noticed. 
A provisional diagnosis of a salivary gland tumor was 
made considering the site and nature of the lesion.
INVESTIGATIONS
A panoramic radiograph revealed no bone loss in the region 
of the swelling.                                     
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were within normal limits.                                 
                                                           
was inconclusive. An incisional biopsy was done from a 
representative area of the lesion.
                                                
                                                          
                                                       
with a diffuse prolife                                   
                                                           
nucleus and scanty eosinophilic cytoplasm. Few mitotic 
                                                      
                                                   
was made. 
                                                
diffuse positivity of the c                                
negative for cytokera                                     
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else in the body. 
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DISCUSSION 
                                                      
                                                       
presentation in the oral cavity as the first identifiable 
                                                                
                                                          
trigeminal neuropathy. Signs and symptoms at presentation 
                                                             
                                                           
                                                        
than do patients suffering from lymphomas arising in the 
nodal regions.
                                                   
                                                           
                                                            
environmental agents.6                                     
nodal lymphomas somehow differs from that of nodal 
                                                              
large cell histology.
                                                        
                                                           
Fig. 3: Tumor cells showing diffuse positivity with  
CD45 (DAB 40×)
Fig. 1: Intraoral photograph showing the palatal swelling
Fig. 2: Photomicrograph showing the tumor composed of 
monomorphic round cells (H & E, 10×)Primary Extranodal Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma of the Palate: A Diagnostic and Therapeutic Challenge
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subtype is undoubtedly the main predictor of prognosis in 
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swelling which mimicked a benign salivary gland neoplasm 
and the histopathological appearance also resembled a 
                                                        
                                                             
by immunohistochemical staining. 
                                                     
                                                         
                                                       
same was used to stage the disease in this patient.
                                              
                                                        
                                                 
                                                
                                                       
                                                        
cured using this protocol.8                                
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CONCLUSION
                                                          
                                                              
molecular abnormalities and clinical pictures that can be 
                                                        
                                                         
rarity of many of these tumors.
                                                   
                                                          
                                                           
                                                               
                                                       
analysis will aid in accurate diagnosis and treatment.
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